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  “A Progressive Search Training Company”

December 05 2010 Introduction to Canine Water Sports
caninewatersports.com

Presented By: Search Response K9

A sanctioned canine water sports testing and training group
Instructors: Denise Grimm and Erica Etchason
searchresponsek9.org

Hosting Facility: What A Good Dog

295 Three Tun Road

Frazer, PA  19355

Whatagooddoginc.com

“Canine Water Sports is an organization that promotes water safety and meaningful team achievement by providing ALL WATER LOVING DOGS with an opportunity to learn and earn recognition for useful, fun water work behaviors.

Canine Water Sports inspires you to enrich your dog’s life with wet challenges for fun and mastership.  This sport has dozens of real life challenges from swimming with a person, diving for lost gear, retrieving toys and equipment, to rescuing a stranded boater.

Watersports Training programs help you build a learning relationship based on trust, respect, and cooperation earned shoulder to shoulder and literally eye to eye with a water-loving dog.

Why Water Sports for my dog?

Watersports can help make your canine athlete a better, more versatile working dog.  Watersports training complements many of your favorite land sports by expanding vocabulary, developing new targeting skills, intensifying teamwork and adding a new context –water—to established behaviors.”      - Canine Water Sports Founder Deborah Lee Miller-Riley                                
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Required Equipment for workshop and other “Good to Know” information:

Some of these items can be purchased or viewed at caninewatersports.com

Shoes suitable for water work

Swimwear that covers shoulders and thighs (T-shirt and Shorts or wetsuit)

· Dogs claws can hurt when training new behaviors

Canine Life Jacket or Water Harness (required) – Ruffwear has a good product line for these items
· We recommend a life jacket to keep your canine companion safe

· No collars are allowed in the water for safety

Floating Water Sports Lead (optional) for life jacket or harness

· This is a leash free sport but if you are still working on a reliable recall with distractions a floating lead is recommended

· We will NOT use the lead to keep the dog in the water, this is a canine choice we want to foster

· You can make your own floating lead by buying floating line at Home Depot and then attach it to canine life jacket
· The lead should be no more than 4ft long – we do not want the dog or handler to get tangled

Canine toys that float and toys that sink – Lots and lots of different colors, textures, and sizes

Four to Eight cups of non-soluble high value treats (hot dogs, hard or mozzarella cheese, shrimp, or chicken/beef short cuts)
· It is important the treats do not crumble or have a lot of oil on them since we are in an indoor pool

· Fresh Pet makes a sausage treat that is also great for water training

Bait Pouch

· A water resistant pouch is best

· The pouch should attach high on your body so it is not constantly in the water
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Station Competencies:





Team Swim fundamentals – Prerequisite to all other tasks in Canine Water Sports


Stay in the starter’s box


Recall to handler 


Circling for 30 seconds in duration


Weave Swim Pattern


Handler focus to starter’s box


The above competencies will be broken down and adjusted to participant’s experience level





Mechanics will be taught on land for a smoother water transition





Advanced competencies introduced will be:


Free Shape Marker Looping to build distance


Object Targeting


Send to the “Box” 


Introduce water retrieve skills














Workshop Information:





Hours: 9am – 5pm


Limited to 8 dog/handler teams


Continental breakfast provided


Box lunches will be available to order


Contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:searchresponsek9@gmail.com" ��searchresponsek9@gmail.com� for registration form


Pre-registration required


Workshop Cost is $75.00


Auditor Cost is $25.00





Workshop Structure:





30 minute presentation on Canine Water Sports


Land and Water Stations


Small Pool Dimensions: 17.5ft X 7ft X 4ft


Large Pool Dimensions: 18ft X 23ft X 4ft


Competencies introduced in the morning on land will be transferred to the water in the afternoon 
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